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Most Outstanding Filipino Organization in the U.S.
Celebrates a Decade of Special Achievements

When the National Federation of Filipi#omerican Associations (NaFFAA)onoredhe PhilippineAmerican
Chamber of Commerce (PACC) Texasvotingit asMost Outstanding FilipinaAmerican Organization in the U.Sat
their national convention in San Diego, they used three broad categories in their search for thie @onmaunity
Sewice, Trade Development and Aid to the Philippines TheTexasPhilippineAmerican Chamber of Commerce excelled
in all three categories and was chosen from 160 nominees from more than 3,600 Filipino organizations in the country.

PACC Texas iofficial host of thesuccessful incoming Business Missions &mastment Roadshovisom the
Philippines and thenain organizing sponsor of tipepularTexasTrade Missions to the Philippinagich have boosted the
Philippine economy by generating business oppdiesbetween its delegates and Philippi@esed business owners. It is
also the proud sponsor thfe awarewinning Consular Outreach programs in Dalldsustonand the Rio Grande Valldhat
have helped more tha®®00 Filipinos in Texas and neighborisigtesand saved themmore than $4 million in travel costs
by nottraveling the 1,600 miles to the nearest consulaté\in
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NaFFAA awa-AthsObDJd a pi Fat i oTexdas A w a rCdmfarting ciiildveédii€placed by typhoon Haiyan.

The PACC Texas is unique amongSJdbased chambers of commerce fiogus mainly on business. The Texas
Filipino Chamber has dualmission to aid the Philippines during its times of née@as one of the first Filipino
organizations to give rapid response to the massive devastation wrought by typhoon Ondoy in Luzon and typhoon Haiyal
Eastern Visayas, as well as to Hurricane Harvey which submerged Port Arthur, Houston, Galveston and other south Tex
cities and affected ions of familiesincluding Filipinosl n t he | ast 10 years, PACC Te>
di fference in peopleds I|ives.

The special award, the first of its kiridcalledt h Alex fiEsclamado Memorial Award for Outstanding Community
Leadershpo named after the late NAFFAA foundéormer Philippine News publisher and community activid¢cause of
E s c | a maytar dgilanck @dvocating equal rights and unity for Filipinos in America, some historians have described
him as a moderdayFilipino Cesar Chavez. The national fea#on that Esclamado founded p€ars ago is now active in
50 states comprising 12 regiaasd is now run by young leadefithele are now more than 36 Filipino organizations in
the country, representinglose to 4 millionFilipinosin North America

The Board of Judges that evaluated the many nominees and selected theofithesi®p Organizain avard
included a Whoos Whaommunity teddehipNRublisheQolarmnisteliedMacabenta who created the
AE Memorial Awardswith GMA7; foremost Good Governance advocate and philanthropist Loida Nicelas; Lawyer,
Columnist and USP4GG President Rodel Rodis, amanding Community Activist Gloria &oile; White Hous@API
Commissioner Rozita Lee; and the widow of the great Alex Esclamado, Mrs. Lourde&Mitaanado.



PACC Texas was conceivedn 200 7 in the Manila Hotel

PACC Texas as a state organization was born in 2007 in the Maniladdote] its first Trade Mission to Southern
Luzonand was fomally organized in Texas in 2801t was founded by then PACC President and now Honorary Consul
inTexas Ethel Reyelslercado who was joined by the following leaders of the Dallas and Houston cdtiesiarforming
thenewstatewide organizationTito Refi, Flor Guinhawa, Bobby Reyd3aisy AcunaCarlo andGraceRodriguezNap and
Nene Ramirez, Richard and Nena MacDonald and Gus Merd¢ad®15, the state organization was joined by the Filipino
leaders in Rio Grande Valley who formed a chapter in McAllgter the leadership of Merpu Rdia 2017, a new chapter
was launched in San Antonio representing Central Tdvegsled by Roberto Sibug/ith the planned formation of a fifth
chapter in West Teas next year, PACC Texas will be covering the entire state which is geographically bigger than
California. It is poised to become the largest and the most dynamic Filipino state chamber in the nation, if it is yiot alread

For the last decade, PACC Texwss served the very fast growing Filipino community in Texas and its neighboring
statesand for 10 years, has been the official program implementation partner of the Philippine Césuéatd and the
Philippine Honorary Consulate in the state of Tekdkel Mercado was appointed as Honorary Consul, difiedl but non
paying position, by the Aquino administration four years ago and waggp@nted in 2017 by the Duterte administration.

Lingkod sa Kapwa Pilipino sa America

The PACC Texas organizefinded and hosted the biggéstthe-country Consular Outreach Programs in Dallas,
Houston and McAllerthat have benefittedose to 30,000 Filipinos from the entire state of Texas as well as neighboring
states of Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, LouisiadaNew Mexico. Over the lagD yearsthe projectollectivelysaved
these Filipinognillions of dollarsin travel costs by not having to fly to L.A. to renew passports, apply for Dual Citizenship,
and to register for Absentee Voting privileges. Accordmthe records of the consulatds projectsorganized and hosted
by PACC Texadroke all national records in turnout, and numbers of Absentee Voters registered, out of about 50 non
consulate cities served byexdwashsberdaonrtusnoulOyears @ a tow. Ecaneeh P r
ConsutGeneral Mary Jo Aragon described the projedtaso mmuni ty service at its fine

The dedicated officers and volunteers of PACC Texas were also instrumental in assisting Honorary Consul Ethel
Mercado in providing support and assistance to homeless Filipinos who had been victimized byrdftintens and
unscrupulous recruiters, as well as to temporary workers who are misaadtadusety their employersThe admirable
partnership between the Honorary Consulate, the Philippine Con@datral and the PACC Texas has successfully
advocéaed temporal and spiritual support to Filipino victims of injustice, discrimination and crimes in the state of Texas.

The Chamber has also given active and sustained support offexase d fA Dr eamer so t o pr e
deportation by takingheir cases to the Federal courts with the support of FALDEF and NAFFAgY. have beefocusing
on the Southwest U.S, with their many military bases and abundance of battered and abused Filipidambaidles.
Consul Mercado and the PACC volunteers alslp Filipinos in prison for arguably unjust causEgample: 18yearold Fil-
Am Gabriel Hallwho is nowon Texas death row. PACC Texas supported/tiumg Filipino studerdnd worked with the
dAefgnsdiaﬂ\/'vyergfch bring his family members and former teasteeTexado give testimonials and plead for his life
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Kaanib ng Bansang Pilipinas sa Pagpapalago ng Ekonomiya at Kabuhayan

On the invitation of twdPhilippine Presidents, PACC Texas sponsored and organized three successful Trade and
Investment Missions to the Philippines that together generated more than $50 million in annual new husinbssts
half-billion dollars in the last 10 yeafsr the delegates as well as for their new partners in the Philippines. Philippine
Ambassador Jose L. Cuisia descr i be dandphteosadforttonthedoartoa nd i
Filipino-American business leadetsat provides the mueheedeccatalystfor bridging trade and business opportunities
between U.S. businessmen and Philipgiased partners, especially the saaline di um ent er pri ses (¢
PACCbs devel opment partners i n tidneorganz&lhy RACC Tetah mntimudtb ,
grow and bear fruits every year. The financial success stories range froamitlidti dollar hightechoutsourcing
transactions (Verizon), to imports of cesogar and other agproducts (Quezon and Houston);fr@allcenter and BPO
outsourcing (Taguig and Dallas),real estate deals (all over Luzon)Jdoge scale importation of Philippine parols and
other fine Filipino handicrafts (Pampanga and Denton), among numerous other success stories.
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' Al thunbs are up for Subic and Zambales province President Aquino warmly le@med thelelegation. Gov. Vilma Safesto oass PACC

\ TEXAS TRADE MISSION TO THE PHIUPPINES

. OCTOBER 21- 27, 2007

Pasay City-First sister Chamber of PACC Texas ate‘(ﬂrhosts gave symbolic key to their city. J Newest sister ch@rabao City Chamber

The Chamber has received numerous citations from grateful provincial governors, heads of government agencie:
local chambers of commerce who represent the hundreds ofamdaiiedium business enterprises (SMEs) who have
benefitted fr oemndidv&thent rissians.dheseirnealutle top provincial and local officials in the province
of Rizal, Batangas, Laguna, Quezon, Cavite, Bulacan, Pampanga, Tarlac, Zambales, Bataan, Aurora as well as the
administrators of Subic Bay Development Authoritg &lark Development Gop or at i on. PACCthes par
NEDA, DTl and DOT continue to communicate to update the Chamber on the continuing successes of the businesses tt
trade missions hav busiressalliancesdvith isRt& ch@nbdreaksa @ag a major role in maintaining
business relations and facilitating new business between Texas and their respective cities. These sister chambers incluc
Pasay City, Muntinlupa, San Fernando, Batangas, Lipa, OloragapBavao.
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Hosted Incing RP Investmént Missiofiexas Gifts for Phil. Aedsador & Mrs. Jose L. Cuiskab. Cuisia thanking H@onsul Mercado and PACC

The organizationbs sponsorship and support ®dlsoi nco
been as impressive as the outgoing trade missions that thegriganized Theyhostedthe 2015 and 201@hilippine
Investment Roadshows in Houston and Dallas led by Ambassador H.E. Jose L. Cuisia Jr., Dr. BélegadpConsul
General Leo Heara Lim, Trade Commissioner Jose Ma. Dinsay and top Philippine @G€@arding to Ambassador Cuisia
and Head of Mi ssion Dr . Bernardo Villegas, their NnTex
Philippine Investment Roadshowsi si t ed . 0O

Tulong sa Bayan (Humanitarian Aid to the Philippines)
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elped children in flooded Lagun&GV volunteers distributed goods to flood victims

Treate record 1,641 indigent medical patients in one deBACh

PACC Texas gverapidresponse to Ondoy, Sendong, Pablo and Haiyan disastiersmely donations of cash,
clothes, medicine and hundreds of new wheelchliirs.humanitarian medical missions organized by the group in the wake
of massive floods in Metro Manila and Southern Luzon treated a record 1,641 medical and dental patients in one day. Tt
PACCTexasl ed fAOperation Save Li viendlion indonations ahich weee sentdirestly t theno r
victims and partner NGOs on the ground. Conduit recipients inclugiesister chambershdé ICCP Foundation, LBC
Foundation, Philippine Red Cro€3ne World InstituteGawad Kalinga, and the Dioces#fghe eastern Visayas provinces
strongly hit by Typhoon HaiyanPACC Texas was also one of the first to respond to the devastation by Hurricane Harvey.
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PACC donated 100 new wheelchairs. Texas shipped 15,000 boxes of Helped Tahanang Walang Hagdan, Dentists ran out of asthesia
to handicappeduictimswho lost their homes. goodsto victims ofyphoon Yolanda sanctuary foindigentparaplegics. but kept going on p:

PACC Texas alsodmpted the Hilantagan island in northern Cebu for immediate repad®fishing boats, houses,
a centralater pump and big electric generator, and a full year of reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts iarpauntvigr
the 6,000 residents of the islgrahd the Manildbased ICCP Foundation

The Texas Chamber albelpedseveral deserving NGOs in the Philippines and gave them sustained support,
including @Tah a asagctudafdr endiggnt phuagjcd-dipinos; the Boys Reformatory School in Tanay,
Rizal, and the Golden Acres (sanctuary for abandoned seniors); One World Institute in the hinterlands of Mindanao, and
ICCP Foundatioin PACCO®s par t nheneglécted ishaddanpnoriherngCebu



Kaanib ng Bansang Pilipinas sa Pakikibaka

As the Texas affiliate of NaFFAA and USP4GG, PACC Texas organized and led successful rallies at the Chinese
consulate in Houston Texas, as well as in front of the Chinese Embassy in Makati, PhilipprogsstaChinese intrusions
into Philippine territorial waters, in violation of international laws. The Chamber members also joined the nationabboycot
madein-China products from 2012 to the present, organized by USP4GG.

PACC membersgined nationasimultaneous peace prayer rallies and cahgle vigils in 300 U.S., Canadian and
other overseas cities including Dallas and Houston, as active meamoesupporterof the USP4GG and NAFFAA.

Texas Filipinos took part in prayer ralliep&ace PACC officers led protest rallies in front of Chinessiesim Houston and in Makati, Phils.

Tulong sa mga Kababayang Negosyante sa America

True to its main mission to support the business objectives of its members, the PACC @tz shegularly
sponsor and organizeonthly entrepreneurship seminars (30 ongoing development progmahesthree citigsfor Chamber
members who are business owners andd&iélopment programs fprofessionamembers who do not owabusiness.

Thedifferent topicghat are covered includ@rganizing and starting a small busindsading capital 6r your start
up small busines®8anking for small businesses and Personal Finance for business and@rofessional§eminars on
Small Business dministration (SBA) Taxation panel forums consisting of private tax expémsigration panel forums
consisting of USCIS spokesmen and private immigration attorkimath and SafefyFederal and State Laws on Payroll
and PersonngEmployee Training ahHR DevelopmentEmployee Health and Retirement PlanniDging Business in the
Philippines and &ticipation in Trade & Investment Missigrtdosting Incoming Investment and Outsourcing Missions from
the PhilippinesShowcasi ng PACC Me3ebiieesReéognRingoOditatandirg Sraall Businesses and
EntrepreneursThe free seminars are open to members and selected guests.

PACC Texas is a rich ohiger rich in projects, rich in volunteers and ricluimds. Focusing on business development, community service
and humanitarian causes, PACC Texas is always frugal and efficient. It is the only big organization in €eras ltaéd dalas. Photos

show their officers being inducted in very simple aars Hon. Consul and President Emeritus Ethel Mercado inducted the Houston
Chamber, while State President Gary llagan inducted the officers and board members of the Rio Grande Valley anda&abeisitonio ¢

PACC STATE OFFICERS AND CONTACT INEftBel Mercado, Founding President(ermercado@verizon.net) Gary
llagan, State Chair; Gus Mercado, State Executive Direc{gusmercado@verizon.neft, Myrna Carreon, Dallas Region Chair
(myrnacarreon@aol.com);Ricky GuinhawaHouston Region Chaifrick@guinhawaphotography.com) Merpu Roa, Rio Grande
Valley Region Chai{merpul000@gmail.con); and Roberto Sibug, San Antonio Region Chair (robertosibug@yahoo.com)
Website: www.pacctexas.org

Author: Gus Mercado. Reactions to this article may be sent tgusmercado@verizon.neor pacctx@verizon.net
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